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Upcoming Saturday Meets: 

TCA Western Division has announced the Grand Prize for 
this year’s opportunity drawing.  To coincide with the year of 

2023, we chose a set of LIONEL 2023 ALCO AA locomotives 
(power & dummy), to lead a consist of Pullman cars No. 2481 

Plainfield, No. 2482 Westfield and Observation car No. 2483 
Livingston.  It’s the famous LIONEL 50th Anniversary Set No. 1464W 
in yellow & gray, one of the most desirable train sets of the postwar 
period.  Notice the red lettering on the locomotives that we are 
offering:  it’s exquisite!

Here’s your chance to acquire 
this highly coveted set.  Enter to 
win the 2023 TCA Western 
Division Opportunity Drawing!  
You will also be eligible to win a 
cash prize of $100 at each of our 
u p c o m i n g M e e t s , h e l d 
throughout the year.  (You must 
be present to win the cash 
award.)  Come December, in 
addition to the cash prize, we will 
draw the Grand Prize winning 
ticket.  (You need not be present 
to win the Grand Prize.)  Tickets are just $25 each.  

See our TCA Western Division Treasurer Wayne Sheriff to purchase 
your tickets.  You must be a member of TCA Western Division to 
enter.  The earlier you get your tickets, the more chances you’ll have 
to win the cash award!  

If you should win the $100 bill, your ticket will be replaced in the 
drum, so you can win the cash again in a future 2023 drawing, and 
the Grand Prize in December.  Enter right away!

Burbank Joslyn 
Arcadia Center 
Burbank Joslyn 

March 25 
April 22 
May 20 

Western Division Newsletter
Train Collectors Association

2023 Grand Prize Revealed!

FEELING LUCKY? 
ENTER TO WIN TCA 

WESTERN DIVISION’S 
FABULOUS 2023  

OPPORTUNITY 
DRAWINGS! 

March 25 - Joslyn Adult Center, 

	 1301 West Olive Ave., Burbank, 		
	 CA 91506 from 9 am-12:30 pm.

April 22 - 2nd Meet at New Location!	 	 

	 Arcadia Community Center 	 	
	 365 Campus Drive

	 Arcadia, CA 91007

	 from 9 am- 2 pm. 
May 20 - Joslyn Adult Center, 

	 1301 West Olive Ave., Burbank, 		
	 CA 91506 from 9 am-12:30 pm. 
June 24 to July 2 - National Convention

	 in Burlington, Vermont.  Info:

	 https://www.tcaconvention.org/ 
	 (Western Div. is dark in June.)

Broguiere’s Flatcars & 
DIVCO Trucks Available!

Buy them now at our local Meets or 
email info@tcawestern.org for more 
information on shipping options.

$100

Support TCA 
Western 
Division!

2023

$50

Bob Caplan photo of actual

 2023 Grand Prize UP locomotives.

Three matching cars complete the set.

http://www.tcawestern.org
mailto:info@tcawestern.org
https://www.tcaconvention.org/
mailto:info@tcawestern.org
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TCA Western March Meet:  
Back to Burbank!

For the first half of 2023, TCA Western will be 
meeting in two different halls on alternate months.  

For Sat., March 25th, we’ll meet at the Joslyn 
Adult Center, 1301 W. Olive Ave, Burbank, CA 91506. 

The March theme is Burlington Northern or any of its 
predecessor railroads, such as CB&Q, GN, NP or SP&S.  
FYI:  mergers created BN on March 1st, 1970.


Our event runs from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm.  Free parking 
in rear.  Refreshments available.  We’ll have a toy train 
auction! Joslyn Center is open to adults, age 55 or over.  
Admission is $2 for non-members, while members enter 
free, with a current badge.  Google map it here.


To reserve a sales table, email info@tcawestern.org; the 
tables are free for TCA Western members.  After the 
March Meet, our next Burbank Meet will be on the 3rd 
Saturday of the month, May 20th, 2023.


In the alternate months, TCA Western Division Meets 
will take place at the new location:  Arcadia Community 
Center.  The next date in Arcadia is Saturday, April 22, 
2023.  To learn more about our Arcadia Meet, see the 
article on the next page.


We’ll evaluate our experiences at these two great 
locations by mid-year, in order to determine where we 
will be holding our Meets in the second half of 2023.  
Please give our Board members your feedback!


As is our normal procedure, Western Division will be 
dark in June, to allow our members to attend the 
National Convention.  This year, the event will be held at 
the gorgeous Double Tree by Hilton Hotel located in 
Burlington, Vermont.  For more information, please click 
on:  https://www.tcaconvention.org/


Lucky door prize winners (L to R):  
Greg Pulis, Rudy Felix, Denyse Meyer, Steve Waller, Joseph Caplan, Wayne Sheriff; 

 and the winner of the $100 bill, Bob Caplan.

Wayne & Cynthia 
Sheriff selling tickets. 

Larry Pearson 
repairs a ZW. 

Steve 
Waller 
with a 
boxed 
LIONEL 
11720 
C&O  
starter 
set 
from 
1969.

Layout craftsmen Jeff Meyer 
(left) & Steve Eastman  
(at right).

Group photo by Roger Hill.

January Meet photos by Roger Hill & Steve Waller 

https://www.tcaconvention.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1301+W+Olive+Ave,+Burbank,+CA+91506/@34.1704397,-118.3225394,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80c2bfe0365496a9:0xc3a6e97db88e522f!8m2!3d34.1704397!4d-118.3203507https://www.google.com/maps/place/365+Campus+Dr,+Arcadia,+CA+91007/@34.1316309,-118.0458765,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80c2dbb8ea60591d:0xe283604620249630!8m2!3d34.1316309!4d-118.0436878%20%20target=%22_blank%22
mailto:info@tcawestern.org
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TCA Western Division inaugurated our new 
location at Arcadia Community Center during an 

“epic” rainstorm on February 25th, 2023.  But the 
deluxe covered walkway at the entrance meant that 

nobody’s trains got wet.  What a great hall we’ve found!  

Next month, on Saturday, April 22, 2023, TCA Western 
Division will again be gathering at the new Arcadia 
location.  You will find us on the southwest side of 
Arcadia Park, adjoining the Santa Anita Golf Course, less 
than a mile from our old location.  The April theme will be 
“train wrecks,” in honor of Casey Jones, who lost his life 
in a crash on April 30, 1900.  Surely, you must have some 
toy train wrecks in the closet! 

Our New Location in Arcadia, CA is a Hit!

The Arcadia Community Center is located at 365 
Campus Drive, Arcadia, CA 91007.  The Community 
Center is open to all ages, and again this month, 
admission is free for the entire family.  The Arcadia 
Community Center is best reached by exiting the 10 or 
210 Freeway: then, turn onto Santa Anita Ave.  Drive 
toward the golf course.  Next, turn west on Campus 
Drive, then turn right into the Center’s parking lot, prior 
to reaching Huntington Drive.  Google map it here.  


Visit Larry Pearson’s train repair clinic and our toy train 
layout.  Refreshments available, plus an auction!  To 
reserve a sales table, email info@tcawestern.org; free 
for TCA Western members. Come see the new location!


Layout by Steve Eastman & 
Jeff Meyer. (Roger Hill photo.)

Steve 
Waller 
photos

Admiring 
Glenn 
Olsen’s 
B&O 
layout.

‘Polar’ set sold at  
no reserve auction.

Steve 
Eastman

Good turnout during “epic” rainstorm!

Pat & Lori 
Walters 

Rudy Felix sold  a 
number of postwar 
LIONEL TRAINS 

An M-10005 pulls Steve Eastman’s 
U.P. “City of Denver” in Std. Gauge,  
by Jim Waterman Locomotive Works.

Jim Kenney & 
Vern Schmidt

Roger Hill Glenn 
Olsen

Denyse & Jeff  
Meyer Bob 

Caplan

at the Arcadia Meet. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/365+Campus+Dr,+Arcadia,+CA+91007/@34.1316309,-118.0458765,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80c2dbb8ea60591d:0xe283604620249630!8m2!3d34.1316309!4d-118.0436878%20%20target=%22_blank%22
mailto:info@tcawestern.org
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Don't miss out this June! Our TCA 69th National Convention is 
in Burlington, Vermont, hosted by the TCA New England 
Division.   They have planned an exciting Convention with a 
wide variety of tours, designed to be fun for the entire family. 
The dates for the Convention are June 24th to July 2nd, 2023.

Our April 12th, 2023 TCA Western Division Amtrak train 
excursion to Santa Barbara has sparked a lot of interest. This 
will be a fun-packed adventure for all TCA Western Division 
members and their families. We will travel via the Amtrak 
‘Pacific Surfliner,’ eat lunch together, and have plenty time to 
explore this fabulous city. If you are interested,   please email 
me that you would like to go and we will get the information to 
you. My email address is rmcstrains@aol.com.

On a more sincere note, there is a saying, "It takes a village to 
raise a child". When I was the TCA National President from 
1994 through 1995, we had over 40,000 members. Today, we 
have (give or take) about 17,000 members. We are the 
greatest tinplate train association in the United States. The age 
of our membership is increasing, with the younger members 
joining at a lower rate. I challenge you: for each & every future 
month, bring a new face to our meet. Be the spokesperson to 
the people you meet and tell them what a beautiful 
organization we have. We must grow! The fellowship is 
everlasting with a treasure chest of knowledge. 

Until then, "Happy Railroading!”

TCA Western Division Volunteers: 
Joseph Caplan - Kid’s Club Coordinator

Roger Hill - Western Division Photographer

Robert Spellmire - Elections/Past President  (Bob 
turned 97 on 3/8/23.)  Happy 97th Birthday, Bob!

Steve Eastman - Layouts/Past President

Rudy Felix - Director at Large

Glenn Olson - Publicity/Director at Large

Larry Pearson - Repair Clinic/Director at Large

Greg Pulis - Director at Large

Harold Shapiro - Webmaster/Past President

Stephen Waller - Newsletter Editor/ Immediate 
	 	 	 Past President


The Train Collectors Association - Western 
Division Newsletter is published bi-monthly (in 
the odd-numbered months) by TCA Western 
Division.  Submission deadline is the first day of 
any of the months of publication, sent to the 
editor via email at: newsletter@tcawestern.org.  
TCA Western Division logo art by Ward Kimball.  
© 2023 TCA Western Division.


TCA Western Division Officers: 
Robert Caplan - Western Division President/

	 Past National President

Jon Lang - Western Division Vice President/

	 Recording Secretary

Wayne Sheriff - Treasurer, Membership Secretary/	 	
	 Past National President


TCA Western Division Directors:  

We had a fabulous 2023 January 
first Meet of the year at the 
Joslyn Adult Center in Burbank. 

Members got some real deals at our lively 
auction. Our display theme “New Trains 
for the New Year” was very informative, 

—by Robert M. Caplan, President - Western Division (TCA # HR 82-18679)
TCA Western Division President’s Message

-Bob Caplan

with Stephen Waller showing off a Lionel 1969 boxed set, Steve 
Eastman presenting two variations of HO Cox sets and Jeff 
Meyer with his creation of a Standard Gauge "Ben and Jerry's" 
flatcar.   A big "thank you" to Jeff Meyer & Steve Eastman for 
running trains on their layout!

Our 2023 raffle tickets are on sale 
now. One very lucky person will win 
a 1950 Lionel Post War Anniversary 
passenger set in December and 
each month will have a chance to 
win a $100 bill. The Union Pacific 
ALCO engines are absolutely 
gorgeous! Tickets are only $25 each 
and they are selling out fast.

We all had a great time February 25, 
2023 train meet held in the Arcadia 
Community Center. We have a very beautiful and spacious hall. 
There were some special treats for all who came. This meet 
was open to the public. Tables were filled with trains of all sorts 
and our auction provided deals for the bidders. We got a huge 
donation of train-related items from the family of the late Shoji 
Yamamoto, age 86, (TCA #71-3635) from Culver City, CA.  The 
material will be auctioned off with "no reserve” at our March 
meeting in Burbank.

Individually-boxed Diecast Direct Broguiere's Dairy DIVCO 
Milk Trucks are on sale now for just $50 each. Want something 
that  accentuates your flatcar? This is exactly what you need, 
while they last! We have a limited amount left so get yours while 
we still have them. Also you can still purchase the U.P. flatcar 
with two Broguiere DIVCO Milk Vans attached for $100 at our 
train meets, which can be acquired without paying for shipping.

Amtrak Pacific Surfliner at Santa Barbara

photo: Chris Mohs

Joseph 
Caplan

mailto:newsletter@tcawestern.org
mailto:rmcstrains@aol.com
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